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Raptors

of Rajaji National Park

Rajaji National Park, situated in the Western Himalayan foothills, has
32 species of diurnal raptors or birds of prey. The high raptor
diversity is due to the presence of varied habitats, such as dense Sal
forests, seasonal rivers, mixed hill forests and grass-covered cliffs.
This makes Rajaji landscape an important area for conservation of
raptors, which play a crucial role in the ecosystem. By feeding on
small animals like rodents they indirectly reduce damage to crops.
Many raptors especially vultures prevent the spread of diseases by
scavenging on dead animals. Rapid urbanization reduces the space
and resources available to these birds, causing their decline.
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1 Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus <reifirg
2 Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis  ss1firg
3 Eurasian Griffon  Gyps fulvus
4 Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus Terirg
5 Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus aw<firg
6 White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis firg
s 7 Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela  wstarst
= 8 Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus =rrearer
" 9 Short-toed Snake Eagle Circaetus gallicus — aiaqaR
10 Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis
11 Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis <z
12 Bonelli's Eagle Aquila fasciata — =i=ify
13 Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus
14 Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus =rmeder
15 Shaheen Falcon Falco peregrinus =@
16 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus =i faat
- 17 Shikra Accipiter badius  fre=r
18 White-eyed Buzzard Butastur teesa <t
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